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SOUTH DAKOTA TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM

FALL 2020 RETENTION

METHODOLOGY

This report measures the percentage of degree- and certificate-seeking students from the previous fall who either re-enrolled or successfully 
completed their program by the current fall.

To determine retention rates, each college begins with its 10-day institutional enrollment report by program from the previous year. This number 
includes all students (first- and second-year) in each program. 

To calculate the retention rate, the college determines which of these original students graduated from or are still enrolled in each program. This 
is used to determine individual program retention rates. 

Students who are still enrolled at the college but who are no longer enrolled in the program are included in the final column’s institutional 
retention rate for that program. 

The calculation for the overall institutional retention rate ((total graduates + still enrolled) / total enrolled in programs the previous year) does not 
include high school students or students who are not seeking a degree or certificate. 

Student data are reported to the Board of Technical Education in aggregate form, maintaining the confidentiality of all individuals, and in 
accordance with technical college/FERPA protocols governing these types of data.
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Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 81% 85% 86% 84% 537 459 85.8%
Architecture & Construction 83% 82% 83% 85% 672 541 80.6%
Arts, Audio/Video Technology & Communications 56% 70% 66% 61% 56 36 64.3%
Business Management & Administration 70% 71% 70% 68% 600 424 70.7%
Finance 82% 89% 92% 81% 73 64 87.7%
Health Science 79% 77% 78% 77% 1420 1109 78.3%
Hospitality & Tourism 48% 68% 68% 60% 18 13 72.2%
Human Services 81% 80% 80% 85% 176 143 81.3%
Information Technology 68% 74% 74% 74% 459 348 75.8%
Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security 69% 69% 76% 77% 251 170 68.8%
Manufacturing 86% 83% 81% 84% 380 312 82.3%
Marketing 69% 74% 75% 70% 201 155 77.1%
Multi-Disciplinary Studies, General - - 50% 62% 11 10 90.9%
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) 84% 83% 79% 84% 165 134 81.7%
Transportation, Distribution & Logistics 89% 82% 82% 84% 523 438 84.2%
Program Prep 55% 65% 63% 62% 280 186 66.7%

TOTALS 77% 78% 78% 78% 5,822 4,542 78.2%

RETENTION BY CAREER CLUSTER

SOUTH DAKOTA TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM

FALL 2020 RETENTION

Retention rate is determined using the 10 day count from the previous year as the divisor.
The dividend is the number of returning and/or graduated students on day 10 of current year.
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CAREER CLUSTER PROGRAM
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Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Agriculture  (AAS) 88% 89% 87% 84% 278 0 242 87% 5 247 89%
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Environmental Tech (AAS/Diploma) 85% 73% 90% 100% 18 0 13 72% 0 13 72%
Architecture & Construction Building Trades (AAS) 82% 84% 89% 79% 44 0 41 93% 0 41 93%
Architecture & Construction Heavy Equipment Operator (AAS/Diploma) 82% 92% 79% 96% 28 0 20 71% 0 20 71%
Finance Financial Services (AAS) 82% 89% 92% 81% 73 0 63 86% 1 64 88%
Health Science Community Healthcare Worker (AAS/Diploma/Cert) ** ** ** ** 3 0 1 33% 1 2 67%
Health Science Dental Assisting (AAS/Diploma) 83% 92% 86% 88% 51 0 44 86% 0 44 86%
Health Science Medical Assisting (AAS/Diploma) 86% 83% 96% 91% 22 1 17 81% 0 17 81%
Health Science Medical Lab Tech (AAS) 82% 76% 86% 71% 61 0 45 74% 2 47 77%
Health Science Occupational Therapy Assistant (AAS) 81% 78% 84% 94% 33 0 25 76% 2 27 82%
Health Science Physical Therapist Assistant (AAS) 94% 96% 89% 89% 48 0 36 75% 3 39 81%
Health Science Practical Nursing (Diploma)  80% 76% 79% 80% 135 0 100 74% 6 106 79%
Health Science Registered Nursing (AAS) ** ** ** 96% 24 0 23 96% 0 23 96%
Human Services Cosmetology (Diploma)  88% 81% 76% 79% 45 0 32 71% 0 32 71%
Human Services Human Services Tech (AAS/Diploma) 71% 83% 87% 90% 67 0 60 90% 1 61 91%
Information Technology Computer Information Systems (AAS) 75% 77% 74% 78% 81 0 63 78% 2 65 80%
Law Public Safety & Security Law Enforcement (AAS) 88% 97% 86% 87% 38 0 28 74% 1 29 76%
Law Public Safety & Security Med/Fire Rescue (AAS/Diploma/Cert) 50% 57% 79% 81% 54 4 41 82% 0 41 82%
Manufacturing Electronic Systems Tech  (AAS) 74% 76% 74% 78% 18 0 15 83% 1 16 89%
Manufacturing Energy Operations (AAS) 86% 91% 86% 100% 13 0 12 92% 1 13 100%
Manufacturing Energy Tech (AAS) 89% 79% 88% 81% 29 0 26 90% 1 27 93%
Manufacturing Precision Machining (AAS) 86% 88% 85% 90% 37 0 35 95% 0 35 95%
Manufacturing Robotics (AAS) 79% 91% 87% 83% 47 0 41 87% 0 41 87%
Manufacturing Welding Technology (AAS/Diploma) 86% 91% 84% 93% 61 0 51 84% 0 51 84%
Marketing Business Associate (AAS)* 73% 78% 76% 72% 135 0 94 70% 4 98 73%
Transportation Distribution & Logistics Automotive Tech (AAS) 82% 85% 78% 86% 57 0 52 91% 0 52 91%
Transportation Distribution & Logistics Aviation Maintenance (AAS/Diploma) 93% 100% 97% 83% 34 1 28 85% 1 29 88%
Transportation Distribution & Logistics Custom Paint & Fabrication Technology (AAS/Diploma) 97% 97% 97% 90% 28 0 26 93% 0 26 93%
Transportation Distribution & Logistics Diesel Tech (AAS) 93% 92% 92% 93% 157 0 149 95% 2 151 96%
Transportation Distribution & Logistics High Performance Engine Machining (AAS/Diploma) 79% 936% 84% 92% 13 0 10 77% 3 13 100%
Transportation Distribution & Logistics Professional Fixed Wing Pilot (AAS) ** ** ** ** 4 0 3 75% 0 3 75%

Program Prep*** 60% 55% 59% 59% 80 0 2 3% 45 47 59%
TOTALS (%) 83% 84% 84% 83% 1816 6 1438 79% 82 1520 84.0%

***Program Prep: financial-aid eligible, degree-seeking students not yet accepted into technical programs

** New Program: No data available

LAKE AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE

FALL 2020 RETENTION

^A Diesel student was incorrectly coded as program prep in Fall Enrollment 2019 report.
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Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Agriculture Technology  (AAS) 87% 89% 89% 86% 101 1 80 80% 1 81 81%
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Diesel Power Technology (AAS) 94% 89% 88% 91% 31 0 28 90% 0 28 90%
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Farm Business Management (Certificate) 63% 73% 84% 76% 61 1 52 87% 0 52 87%
Architecture & Construction Architectural Design & Building Construction (AAS) 81% 72% 89% 88% 55 0 43 78% 1 44 80%
Architecture & Construction Electrical Construction & Maintenance (AAS) 85% 97% 86% 86% 103 0 93 90% 0 93 90%
Architecture & Construction Heating & Cooling Technologies (AAS/Diploma) 91% 87% 96% 89% 25 0 23 92% 0 23 92%
Architecture & Construction Natural Gas Technology (AAS/Diploma) 93% ** 50% 50% 12 0 10 83% 0 10 83%

Architecture & Construction Power Line Construction & Maintenance 
(AAS/Diploma/Certificate)

97% 90% 91% 97% 96 0 78 81% 0 78 81%

Architecture & Construction Wind Turbine Technology (AAS) 79% 100% 89% 84% 19 0 15 79% 0 15 79%
Business, Management & Administration Accounting/Business Management (AAS/Diploma) 79% 79% 76% 88% 57 0 42 74% 1 43 75%
Business, Management & Administration Administrative Office Specialist (AAS/Diploma) 89% 78% 83% 80% 12 0 8 67% 0 8 67%
Business, Management & Administration Leadership Studies (Certificate) ** 96% 100% 100% 18 0 18 100% 0 18 100%
Health Science Advanced Medical Imaging (AAS/Certificate) 82% 77% 83% 58% 2 1 0 0% 0 0 0%
Health Science Licensed Practical Nursing (Diploma) ** ** 59% 82% 29 0 17 59% 0 17 59%
Health Science Medical Assistant (AAS) 83% 77% 85% 70% 26 0 15 58% 2 17 65%
Health Science Medical Laboratory Technology (AAS) 75% 89% 83% 84% 24 0 19 79% 3 22 92%
Health Science Medical Office Professional (AAS) 80% 76% 79% 73% 26 0 17 65% 2 19 73%
Health Science Radiation Therapy (AAS) 100% 100% 100% 100% 6 0 5 83% 0 5 83%
Health Science Radiologic Technology (AAS) 72% 92% 83% 88% 36 0 33 92% 0 33 92%
Health Science Speech-Language Pathology Assistant (AAS) 88% 84% 83% 71% 21 0 20 95% 0 20 95%
Hospitality & Tourism Culinary Arts (AAS/Diploma) 48% 68% 68% 60% 18 0 12 67% 1 13 72%
Human Services Human Services Technician (AAS) 85% 90% 82% 76% 27 0 21 78% 1 22 81%
Information Technology Information Systems Technology (AAS/Diploma) 72% 76% 72% 87% 24 0 14 58% 1 15 63%
Information Technology Wi-Fi & Broadband Technologies (AAS) 85% 91% 86% 73% 20 0 20 100% 0 20 100%
Manufacturing Welding & Manufacturing Technology (AAS/Diploma) 86% 81% 81% 79% 58 0 45 78% 0 45 78%
Multi-/Interdisciplinary Studies, General Technical Studies (AAS) ** ** ** 80% 4 0 4 100% 0 4 100%
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Automation Controls/SCADA (AAS) 71% 79% 86% 93% 29 0 25 86% 1 26 90%
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Automation Engineering Technology (AAS) ** ** ** 50% 1 0 0 0% 0 0 0%
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Precision Technology Specialist (AAS/Diploma) 92% 90% 86% 100% 40 0 36 90% 0 36 90%
Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics Power Sports & Marine Technology (AAS/Diploma) 89% 81% 70% 94% 16 0 14 88% 0 14 88%
Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics Professional Truck Driving (Certificate) ** ** 100% 50% 1 0 0 0% 0 0 0%

Program Prep*** 40% 40% 20% 60% 6 0 0 0% 4 4 67%
TOTALS (%) 81% 84% 83% 84% 1004 3 807 81% 18 825 82%

** New Program: No data available

***Program Prep: financial-aid eligible, degree-seeking students not yet accepted into technical programs

MITCHELL TECHNICAL COLLEGE

FALL 2020 RETENTION
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Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Horticulture Technology (AAS) 73% 86% 76% 70% 20 0 16 80% 1 17 85%
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Landscape Technology (AAS) 67% 71% 75% 100% 8 0 6 75% 0 6 75%
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Sports Turf Management Technology (AAS) 79% 92% 82% 75% 17 0 13 76% 1 14 82%
Architecture & Construction Architectural/Construction Engineering Technology (AAS) 82% 63% 81% 73% 40 0 31 78% 0 31 78%
Architecture & Construction Construction Management Technology (AAS/Certificate) 75% 68% 77% 81% 48 0 35 73% 2 33 69%
Architecture & Construction Electrician (AAS) 70% 78% 77% 81% 53 0 45 85% 0 45 85%
Architecture & Construction Heating/Ventilation/AC/Refrigeration (AAS/Diploma) 82% 73% 66% 80% 41 0 29 71% 0 29 71%
Architecture & Construction Mechanical Engineering Technology (AAS) 78% 79% 82% 89% 27 0 21 78% 1 22 81%
Architecture & Construction Mechanical Systems/Plumbing Technology (Diploma) 70% 82% 72% 67% 17 0 13 76% 0 13 76%
Arts, Audio-Video Technology & Communications Digital Media Production Technology (AAS) 63% 69% 74% 38% 28 0 16 57% 0 16 57%
Arts, Audio-Video Technology & Communications Media Design Technology (AAS) 54% 71% 62% 73% 28 0 20 71% 0 20 71%
Business, Management & Administration Accounting  (AAS/Diploma/Certificate) 69% 71% 75% 63% 101 0 76 75% 3 79 78%
Business, Management & Administration Administrative Assistant/Office Assistant (AAS/Diploma) 73% 62% 81% 84% 13 0 7 54% 0 7 54%
Business, Management & Administration Business Administration (AAS) 66% 75% 68% 66% 233 0 158 68% 1 160 69%
Business, Management & Administration Entrepreneurship (AAS) 61% 65% 68% 46% 29 0 18 62% 0 18 62%
Business, Management & Administration Financial Services Banking/Insurance (AAS) 76% 63% 50% 66% 16 0 11 69% 0 10 63%
Health Science Cardiac Sonography (AAS) 85% 81% 80% 79% 37 0 28 76% 2 30 81%
Health Science Diagnostic Medical Sonography (AAS) 82% 70% 87% 88% 34 0 28 82% 0 28 82%
Health Science Electroneurodiagnostic Technology (AAS) 75% 88% 82% 91% 26 0 16 62% 1 17 65%
Health Science Health Care Leadership (AAS) 59% 64% 50% 40% 11 0 7 64% 2 9 82%
Health Science Healthcare Office Specialist (Diploma) 55% 79% 64% 50% 13 0 12 92% 0 12 92%
Health Science Invasive Cardiovascular (AAS) 79% 88% 94% 75% 10 0 8 80% 0 8 80%
Health Science Licensed Practical Nursing (Diploma) 85% 84% 88% 80% 131 0 117 89% 0 117 89%
Health Science Medical Assistant (Diploma) ** ** ** ** 37 0 25 68% 0 25 68%
Health Science Medical Coding (AAS/Diploma/Certificate) 90% 82% 77% 77% 50 1 38 78% 0 38 78%
Health Science Pharmacy Technician (Diploma) 72% 55% 92% 71% 7 0 1 14% 1 2 29%
Health Science Phlebotomy (Diploma) 63% 68% 78% 48% 24 0 16 67% 0 16 67%
Health Science Registered Nurse (AAS) 76% 74% 86% 90% 68 0 54 79% 0 54 79%
Health Science Surgical Technology (AAS) 58% 79% 85% 81% 66 0 60 91% 1 61 92%
Health Science Vascular Sonography (AAS) 78% 73% 100% 71% 15 0 12 80% 1 13 87%
Human Services Early Childhood Specialist (AAS/Diploma) 83% 68% 72% 90% 37 0 27 73% 1 28 76%

SOUTHEAST TECHNICAL COLLEGE

FALL 2020 RETENTION
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SOUTHEAST TECHNICAL COLLEGE

FALL 2020 RETENTION

Information Technology CIS Systems Administrator (AAS) 82% 81% 92% 81% 42 0 35 83% 0 35 83%
Information Technology CIS/Computer Technician  (Diploma/Certificate) 60% 50% 71% 64% 10 0 8 80% 0 8 80%
Information Technology Computer Programming (AAS/Diploma/Certificate) 51% 67% 66% 59% 110 0 73 66% 4 77 70%
Information Technology Electronics Technology (AAS) 71% 71% 60% 81% 8 0 6 75% 1 7 88%
Information Technology IT Security (AAS) 54% 88% 75% 79% 48 0 33 69% 1 34 71%
Information Technology Network Administrator (AAS) 74% 76% 80% 86% 71 0 58 82% 0 58 82%
Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security Law Enforcement (AAS) 68% 78% 71% 73% 64 0 40 63% 0 40 63%
Manufacturing Mechatronics (AAS) 82% 88% 81% 75% 24 0 19 79% 2 21 88%
Manufacturing Welding (Diploma/Certificate) 75% 84% 88% 81% 27 1 19 73% 0 19 73%
Marketing Sales and Services Marketing  (AAS) 63% 66% 73% 66% 66 0 56 85% 1 57 86%
Multi-/Interdisciplinary Studies/General Technical Studies (AAS) ** ** ** ** 1 0 0 0% 1 1 100%
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Civil Engineering Technology (AAS) 88% 84% 85% 69% 16 0 13 81% 0 13 81%
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Land Surveying Science Technology (AAS) 95% 90% 92% 89% 8 0 7 88% 1 8 100%
Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics Automotive Technology (AAS/Diploma) 69% 71% 77% 78% 67 0 42 63% 1 43 64%
Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics Collision Repair & Refinish Technology (AAS/Diploma) 82% 65% 78% 69% 36 0 30 83% 0 30 83%
Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics Diesel Technology (AAS/Diploma) 57% 70% 73% 73% 48 1 34 72% 0 34 72%

Program Prep*** 52% 75% 66% 64% 194 1 5 3% 130 135 70%
TOTALS (%) 71% 74% 75% 72% 2125 4 1442 68% 160 1581 75%

***Program Prep: financial-aid eligible, degree-seeking students not yet accepted into technical programs

** New Program: No data available
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Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Farm and Ranch Management (AAS) ** ** ** ** 3 0 1 33% 0 1 33%
Architecture & Construction Computer Aided Design (AAS) 61% 71% 71% 80% 29 1 23 82% 0 23 82%
Architecture & Construction Computer Aided Design CAD - Architectural (Certificate) ** ** ** ** 0 0 0 ** 0 0 **
Architecture & Construction Computer Aided Design CAD - Mechanical (Certificate) ** ** ** ** 0 0 0 ** 0 0 **
Architecture & Construction Construction Technology (Diploma/Certificate)         ** ** ** 33% 12 0 6 50% 0 6 50%
Architecture & Construction HVAC/Refrigeration Technology (AAS) 56% 80% 84% 92% 15 0 11 73% 0 11 73%
Architecture & Construction Plumbing Technology  (Diploma/Certificate) ** ** 60% 0% 8 0 4 50% 0 4 50%
Business Management & Administration Accounting (AAS) 81% 51% 77% 75% 28 0 20 71% 1 21 75%
Business Management & Administration Bookkeeping (Diploma)**** ** ** 60% 33% 4 0 2 50% 1 3 75%
Business Management & Administration Business - Business and Technology (AAS) 68% 61% 72% 71% 65 0 45 69% 0 45 69%
Business Management & Administration Business - Entrepreneurship (Certificate) ** ** 0% 40% 4 0 1 25% 0 1 25%
Business Management & Administration Business - Hospitality (Diploma) ** ** ** ** 1 0 0 0% 0 0 0%
Business Management & Administration Business - Office Professional  (Diploma) ** ** ** 86% 2 0 1 50% 1 2 100%
Business Management & Administration Business - Social Media Marketing (Certificate) ** ** 0% 29% 9 0 4 44% 0 4 44%
Business Management & Administration Library Technician (AAS/Diploma) 82% 89% 71% 71% 8 0 5 63% 0 5 63%
Health Science Allied Health - General (AAS) ** ** ** ** 108 0 15 14% 47 62 57%
Health Science Dental Assisting (Diploma) ** 70% 70% 62% 19 0 9 47% 1 10 53%
Health Science EMT (Certificate) ** ** ** 50% 8 0 2 25% 0 2 25%
Health Science Health Information Management (Diploma) 75% 71% 84% 77% 22 0 16 73% 1 17 77%
Health Science Medical Assisting (Diploma/Certificate) 93% 72% 60% ** 10 0 5 50% 1 6 60%
Health Science Medical Laborary Technician (AAS) ** 79% 72% 73% 37 0 32 86% 0 32 86%
Health Science Paramedic (AAS/Certificate) 61% 40% 45% 47% 27 1 15 58% 0 15 58%
Health Science Pharmacy Technician (Diploma) 39% 50% 53% 100% 5 0 4 80% 0 4 80%
Health Science Phlebotomy (Certificate) ** ** ** 67% 1 0 1 100% 0 1 100%
Health Science Phlebotomy/Laboratory Assistant (Diploma) 67% 50% 55% 58% 12 0 7 58% 0 7 58%
Health Science Practical Nursing (Diploma) 57% 76% 63% 63% 44 0 39 89% 1 40 91%
Health Science Registered Nursing (AAS)             ** ** ** ** 16 0 14 88% 0 14 88%
Health Science Surgical Technology (AAS) 100% 87% 86% 94% 35 0 31 89% 0 31 89%

Information Technology Computer Science-Information Technology Specialist  
(AAS/Diploma)

55% 61% 77% 73% 45 0 29 64% 0 29 64%

Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security Criminal Justice - Law Enforcement Emphasis (AAS) 72% 59% 74% 69% 50 0 30 60% 0 30 60%
Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security Criminal Justice (AAS) 70% 53% 81% 78% 45 0 28 62% 2 30 67%

WESTERN DAKOTA TECHNICAL COLLEGE

FALL 2020 RETENTION
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WESTERN DAKOTA TECHNICAL COLLEGE

FALL 2020 RETENTION

Manufacturing Drafting and Machining Technology (AAS) ** 57% 80% 86% 7 0 6 86% 0 6 86%
Manufacturing Precision Machining Technology (Diploma) ** 57% 69% 100% 2 0 0 0% 0 0 0%
Manufacturing Welding Manufacturing (AAS/Diploma) ***** 96% 71% 69% 79% 57 0 37 65% 1 38 67%
Multi-/Interdisciplinary Studies, General Technical Studies (AAS) ** ** 50% 50% 6 0 3 50% 2 5 83%
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Electrical Trades (AAS) 87% 78% 68% 85% 40 1 27 69% 2 29 74%
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Environmental Engineering Technician (AAS) 70% 81% 64% 71% 31 0 22 71% 0 22 71%
Transportation, Distribution & Logistics Automotive Technology (AAS) ** ** ** 59% 31 0 22 71% 0 22 71%
Transportation, Distribution & Logistics Diesel Technology - Industrial Maintenance Tech (AAS) ** ** ** ** 0 0 0 ** 0 0 **
Transportation, Distribution & Logistics Diesel Technology (AAS) ** ** ** 76% 29 1 20 71% 0 20 71%
Transportation, Distribution & Logistics Transportation Technology (AAS) 61% 73% 66% 87% 2 0 1 50% 0 1 50%

Program Prep*** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
TOTALS (%) 71% 67% 68% 70% 874 4 537 62% 61 598 69%

**No data available

***Program Prep: financial-aid eligible, degree-seeking students not yet accepted into technical programs

(However, entering financial-aid eligible students at WDT are all placed in a program, rather than a program prep category.)

 **** Bookkeeping broken out from Accounting 2017-18

 ***** CIP change 2017-19

^1 2017 enrollment adjusted in the following programs: 51.3901;-1,52.0201;-2,51.1099;-1,48.0599;-2,15.1301;-1


